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Introduction - Sports Activities in Arizona 

 
The Arizona Chamber Foundation (Chamber Foundation) partnered with Rounds Consulting Group, Inc. 
(RCG) to review and analyze existing reports, articles, and other publicly available data regarding the 
economic impact of the sports industry in Arizona. 
 
The purpose of gathering this research is to help further the discussion related to the importance of the 
sports industry in the state and how it significantly contributes to the local economic base. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳǊǎƻǊȅ ōǳǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅπŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŜũƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ мύ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ нύ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎπǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŜƴǝǝŜǎΦ 
 

Current Sports Activity in the State 
 
Home to numerous franchises, Arizona enjoys the entertainment and economic contributions of a well-
established and mature local sports industry. Professional sports teams that call Arizona home include the 
Phoenix Suns (NBA), Phoenix Mercury (WNBA), Arizona Diamondbacks (MLB), Arizona Coyotes (NHL), and 
Arizona Cardinals (NFL). 
 
In addition to the higher profile professional teams in the state, there are four universities in Arizona that 
have NCAA Division I men’s and women’s sports programs. These include Arizona State University, Grand 
Canyon University, Northern Arizona University, and the University of Arizona. Other leagues that have a 
presence in the state include the United Soccer League (USL) through the Phoenix Rising FC and the Indoor 
Football League (IFL) through the Arizona Rattlers. 
 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ƎŀƳŜŘŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΣ 

ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎΣ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴŀǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ōƻƻǎǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǇ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊπ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƎŀπŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 

 
 
In addition to “mainstream” sports, the state also benefits from other types of competition such as the 
Arabian Horse Show held annually in Scottsdale where people from around the globe travel to attend and 
spend money on other local accommodations, food, entertainment, and amenities. The equestrian facility 
is also used for one of the country’s largest car auction event, the Barrett-Jackson Car Auction. 
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¶ The economic impact numbers are large, but often unrelatable to the average person. Are 
there other ways to communicate the importance of these events?  

 
!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎŎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ CƻǊ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ 
 

¶ Many of the notable sports activities relate to ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ spending money in the local 
economy. However, ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ in sports also produces large-scale economic benefits. These 
activities include the economic impact of golf in Arizona as well as many other recreation 
activities that strengthen the state’s tourism industry.  

 

¶ A notable exclusion from most discussions about sports activities in the state is the omission 
of the key driver for why the events occur locally: having a strong host presence. The state 
would not secure a Super Bowl without having a National Football League (NFL) presence, nor 
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The impacts go beyond the direct industries (i.e., accommodations, restaurants and bars, transportation 
services, etc.) effected by the increased economic activity. The activity indirectly contributes to all sectors 
of the economy, boosting job, income, and economic growth. 
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The Value of Sports Activities in Arizona 
 
The following bullet points summarize the key findings from the economic analysis of the Arizona sports 
industry: 
 

¶ Mega-events, major-events, and participation events play a vital role in the growth of the 
Arizona economy. These events have a significant impact on the state's businesses, 
employment rate, economic output, and state and local tax revenues.  
 

¶ For instance, mega-events and major-events such as the Super Bowl, Cactus League Spring 
Training, the NCAA Final Four, and the Waste Management Phoenix Open attract a large 
number of visitors, which in turn boosts tourism and local spending.  
 

¶ The emergence of local sports venture funding signifies the high growth in the industry. With 
funds such as ASU’s Global Sports Institute providing seed grants up to $100,000.  
 

¶ Major investment in these growth areas also presents opportunities for other related industry 
development such as sports medicine and health technology. 
 

¶ The legalization of sports betting and gambling as of 2021 has opened the doors to new 
revenue streams that reverberate through the economy. With apps like FanDuel and 
DraftKings, fans can easily place bets on events and performances. 
 

¶ This also coincides with the rising popularity of ‘fantasy leagues”

revenue s fan ľ s
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²ƘƛƭŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘπǝŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΦ 
 

LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƴƎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘǊƻ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 

ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
 

 

¶ For additional context, consider the following economic development examples. A 100 
employee, high-wage manufacturing firm that supports a total of 236 employees when adding 
off-site supporting jobs, generates an annual economic impact of just over $50M. 
 

¶ This means that spring training baseball in Arizona provides the economic equivalent of 14 
such manufacturing businesses operating throughout the entire year, every year. The Waste 
Management Phoenix Open would equal 9 such businesses. 
 

¶ A single Super Bowl provides an economic benefit equivalent to 26 of these example 
companies operating for a full year. 
 

¶ In addition to providing the Arizona communities with teams to root for and sporting events 
to attend, the state’s professional sports franchises have charitable arms that support 
underserved communities in a direct way and promote positive community causes. 
 

¶ Examples of these arms include Cardinals Charities, Coyotes Care, Suns Charities, the D-backs 
Foundation, and the Phoenix Raceway 50/50. 

 
The following tables provide a simple summary of select sports events addressed in this brief review. The 
impact numbers that are displayed are very large, and many more sports related activities occur in the 
state every year. 
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Source: Arizona State University W.P. Carey School of Business; Arizona Commerce Authority; AZ Big Media KTAR News, Waste Management 

Note: Based on publicly available data, reports, articles, and other documents.  
 
 
 
 

Source: Arizona State University W.P. Carey School of Business; Arizona Chamber Foundation 

Note: Based on publicly available data, reports, articles, and other documents.  
 
 
 
 

Source: Forbes 
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A final question… 

 

How do we make the numbers even bigger? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


